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SUBJECT: POLICE CONFIRM THIRD DETAINEE DEATH 

REF: A. JOHANNESBURG 77, B. JOHANNESBURG 50 

1 . ACCORDING TO JAN 21 PRESS, CHIEF OF SECURITY POLICE MAJOR 
GENERAL MIKE GELDENHUYS HAS CONFIRMED THE DEATH OF ANOTHER 
DETAINEE, ELMON MALELE, 50, WHO DIED JANUARY 20 FOLLOWING A 
BRAIN OPERATION IN THE PRINCESS NURSING HOME IN JOHANNESBURG. 

THE FORMER ANC MEMBER WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY ON JANUARY 10 
FOLLOWING A MYSTERY EXPLOSION IN A SOWETO HOME AS REPORTED 
REFTEL (B). HIS WIFE, ALSO IN DETENTION, HAS BEEN INFORMED 

OF THE DEATH AND A POST MORTEM WILL BE HELD. 

2. JANUARY 21 RAND DAILY MAIL EDITORIAL ASKS MINISTER OF 
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JUSTICE WHY DETAINEES ARE UNDER SUCH LITTLE SUPERVISION 
AS TO ALLOW SUICIDES AND ACCIDENTS. EDITORIAL ALSO QUESTIONS 
WHY PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES AND INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATORY 
BODIES AREN'T USED. ALTHOUGH MALELE DEATH MAY HAVE BEEN FROM 
NATURAL CAUSES, THIRD DETAINEE DEATH IN 1977 MAY BE EXPECTED 
TO STRENGTHEN HAND OF THOSE ADVOCATING INDEPENDENT INVES- 
TIGATIONS OF ALL DEATHS IN DETENTION. 
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